Oncogenic osteomalacia associated with mesenchymal tumour detected by indium-111 octreotide scintigraphy.
In a 40-year-old man who had suffered from vague and generalized bone pains for 7 years due to oncogenic osteomalacia, the causative tumour was finally detected by Indium-111 octreotide scintigraphy. Some characteristics of the tumour associated with oncogenic osteomalacia, such as its size, growth rate, location and origin, often make the diagnosis difficult. However, the recent discovery of somatostatin receptors in mesenchymal tumours, which are the most common cause of oncogenic osteomalacia, has raised the possibility of early detection of this devastating disorder. Here, we report that radiolabelled octreotide scintigraphy has a potential role as a diagnostic tool in oncogenic osteomalacia. However, the exact role of somatostatin receptors in tumours associated with oncogenic osteomalacia still remains elusive.